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CANADIAN COALITION FOR IMMIGRANT CHILDREN & YOUTH
E-BULLETIN APRIL 25, 2006
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NEWS & VIEWS
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JOE VOLPE, FORMER IMMIGRATION MINISTER, JOINS LIBERAL
LEADERSHIP RACE. A quote from his leadership bid website: “The Liberal Party has
been the people’s partner in building Canada, in creating a valued citizenship and in
making Canada relevant on the domestic and international front”. April 21, 2006.

Info: http://www.joevolpe.ca/

CERIS ANNOUNCES PROJECT FUNDING. The CERIS Governance Board has
announced projects that will be funded, from their annual RFP process. The funded
projects come from six universities across Ontario and will conduct research related to all
our CERIS' domain areas, including: immigrant parents' settlement experiences and
contributions to children's health; family violence in immigrant communities in Toronto.
Info:

http://www.ceris.metropolis.net/research-policy/RFP/FundedRFP2006.htm

FEDERAL BUDGET TO BE BROUGHT DOWN MAY 2/06. Info:
http://www.fin.gc.ca/access/budinfoe.html
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RECENT REPORTS & SURVEY RESULTS
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THE LINE BETWEEN US: TEACHING ABOUT THE BORDER AND MEXICAN
IMMIGRANTS. The US based organization Rethinking Schools has released a new
book, "The Line Between Us: Teaching About the Border and Mexican Immigration".
Info: http://www.rethinkingschools.org/publication/mx/

MAKING THE CONNECTIONS: SOCIAL AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AMONG
CANADIAN IMMIGRANTS. The Canadian Social Development Council releases a new
research report about the contributions immigrants make to Canada through volunteer



work, charitable giving and participation in community organizations. Available online,
along with fact sheets, a Powerpoint presentation, a series of illustrative Canadian stories,
Info: http://www.ccsd.ca/pubs/2006/makingconnections/

THE CANADIAN COUNCIL ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT announces a data-rich
new section of the CCSD website, “Stats and Facts” contains a series of practical, easy-
to-use fact sheets profiling demographics, education, and families in Canada. More fact
sheets will be released later this year on the subjects of economic security, health and the
labour market. Info: http://www.ccsd.ca/factsheets/index.htm

UNDERSTANDING IMMIGRANTS’ RELUCTANCE TO USE MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES. The authors of a study published recently in the Canadian Journal of
Psychiatry explored immigrants’ reasons for not using mental health services when they
were experiencing mental health problems. The participants were members of the West
Indian community in Montreal, comprised of people who have emigrated from the
Commonwealth Caribbean, including Guyana. In the analysis of themes from participant
responses, the authors found that participants showed negative attitudes towards
medication and described doctors as being over willing to prescribe medication. The
participants also felt that previous visits with general practitioners were rushed and did
not allow time for questions. The authors say this shows that participants’ attitudes
toward the mental health system were shaped by their negative experiences with other
health services. A third theme to emerge was belief in the curative power of God and
traditional folk medicine and healers. See “Understanding Immigrants’ Reluctance to Use
Mental Health Services: A Qualitative Study From Montreal,” Canadian Journal of
Psychiatry (March 2006; 51 [4]: 205-209) available at http://www.cpa-apc.org
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CURRENT INITIATIVES
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CALL FOR PAPERS: EDUCATING FOR MIGRANT INTEGRATION. The
Conference will be held September, 2006 at the University of Toronto and is co-
sponsored by the Centre for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies, University of
Toronto, Georg Eckert Institute for International Textbook Research, and Network
Migration in Europe. Papers are being considered that will address the interrelated
questions of immigrant incorporation and education in a comparative framework,
drawing on European and North American experiences. The focus may be contemporary
or historical (1945 to the present). The main areas of interest for the conference will
include:

¢ The analysis of educational systems, policies and practices in immigration societies

¢ The attention educational systems give to immigration and diversity

e Ways in which education enhances or limits the integration of migrants

¢ The adaptation of curricula and textbooks to the needs of immigrant integration

¢ The analysis of the successes/failures of immigrants in educational systems.



Deadline for submissions: May 15 2006. Info:
http://www.network-migration.org/workshop2006 or rainer.ohliger@web.de.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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May 19/06

Ottawa: Sheraton Ottawa Hotel

VANIER INSTITUTE OF THE FAMILY AGM
http://vifamily.ca

May 10/06 8:30-4:30pm

WORKING WITH MUSLIM WOMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES

Toronto: Ryerson University, Student Centre, 55 Gould Street, SCC 115

Gain a better understanding of the issues and challenges faced by Muslim women and
their families. The conference will explore culturally sensitive ways that work to
empower and support clients/patients, in order to improve the quality of care.

Info: http://www.bande.whsites.net/mwc/, tathcc @yahoo.com

June 17-19/06

Toronto: Centre for Refugee Studies, York University

INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE RIGHTS CONFERENCE, JUNE 2006

The Canadian Council for Refugees will be holding an international refugee rights
conference to be held in conjunction with the conference of the International Association
for the Study of Forced Migration, hosted by the Centre for Refugee Studies (York
University). The conference will be used to network and strategize on such themes as:
Interdiction and access to protection; Detention of asylum seekers; Durable solutions
(including resettlement); Refugee determination; Gender violence and refugees;
Trafficking in persons.

Info: http://www.web.ca/~ccr

June 17-20/06

Charlottetown: Delta Prince Edward Hotel

NEW WORDS, NEW WORLDS: PARTNERING FOR CHILDHOOD LITERACY.
The 5th Annual Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network Conference. $50
discount for registrants before April 30, 2006 . Info, anc2006 @cllrnet.ca
http://www.cllrnet.ca/index.php?fa=Conference.welcome
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Do you have items you’d like to see included in future CCICY bulletins?

Please send them to zs.worotynec @utoronto.ca
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